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TRIBUTE TO MAURICE LYONS 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 23, 2013 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and pay tribute to a dear friend of mine, 
Chairman Maurice Lyons. Maurice passed 
away on Wednesday, October 16, 2013. A 
long time resident of Riverside County, he was 
a pillar of the community and he will be deeply 
missed. 

Maurice was born January 21, 1950, in Riv-
erside County as one of nine children and 
raised a Morongo Tribal Member. He grew up 
on the Morongo Indian Reservation where he 
would later attend Banning High School. Mau-
rice quickly became involved in the betterment 
of the Morongo Indian Reservation following 
his completion of school when he gained a job 
as a machine operator with the Bureau of In-
dian Affairs, where he would remain a dedi-
cated employee for over seventeen years. 

Maurice’s investment back into his commu-
nity did not stop with his work, as he also be-
came actively involved in public service begin-
ning in 1994. Maurice served as Tribal Hous-
ing Commissioner, Chairman of the Morongo 
Head Start Parent Policy Committee, and 
Chairman of the Board of the National Indian 
Child Welfare Association. He was elected 
Tribal Chairman in July 2001 and faith in his 
leadership remained for years to come as he 
was reelected as Chairman in 2003, and again 
in 2005. 

He worked closely with state and federal 
legislators on Native American and Morongo 
tribe related issues affecting government and 
economic development. Through his leader-
ship, he made it a priority to improve the qual-
ity of life on the reservation through a better-
ment of youth programs created to preserve 
local Indian culture and customs. With a deep 
commitment to his history and heritage, Mau-
rice kept the Morongo culture alive by encour-
aging education of youth in language and tra-
dition. 

Maurice quickly became a voice for River-
side County. He served on the Riverside Na-
tional Cemetery’s governing board and was in-
strumental in establishing the MIA–POW 
monument which has become a fixture in the 
community. He represented the Morongo tribe 
with the National Indian Gaming Association, 
which hosts 70 member states, and with the 
Tribal Alliance of Sovereign Indian Nations, a 
regional federation of 13 tribal governments. 
He was honored by the Council of Energy Re-
source Tribes for his national leadership in 
preserving tribal sovereignty. 

Maurice was a devoted husband, father, 
grandfather, and great-grandfather. He is sur-
vived by his wife, Sandra Lyons; children, 
Tammie Lynn Lyons, Ernest Lewis Lyons, Me-
lissa Renee Lyons, Maurice William Lyons, Jo-
seph Rafael Lyons, Onoalyse Onjaleeen 
Lyons, Joshua Nicholas Bau Lyons, Isabella 
Ryanne Lyons, Kyle Munson, Andre Petkov, 
Angel Raelyna Gonzales, Erika Gonzales; 13 
grandchildren; and two great-grandchildren. 
On Saturday, October 19, 2013, a Memorial 
Service honoring Maurice’s extraordinary life 
was held at the Morongo Reservation Commu-
nity Center. 

Maurice will always be remembered for his 
devotion to family, caring nature and selfless 

giving. He demonstrated an incredible work 
ethic, generosity, contributions to the commu-
nity and love of family, and I can personally 
attest to Maurice’s professionalism and posi-
tive attitude. These achievements and quali-
ties are a testament to a life lived well and a 
legacy that will continue. I extend my condo-
lences to Maurice’s family and friends. Al-
though Maurice may be gone, the light and 
goodness he brought to the world remain and 
will never be forgotten. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ROBERT B. ADERHOLT 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 23, 2013 

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall 
No. 551, H.R. 185—To designate the ‘‘Paul 
Brown United States Courthouse’’ in Sherman, 
Texas, had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yes.’’ 

On rollcall No. 552, H.R. 3205—Promoting 
Adoption and Legal Guardianship for Children 
in Foster Care Act, had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

On rollcall No. 553, on approving the Jour-
nal, had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yes.’’ 
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LUMBERTON—THE ALL-AMERICA 
CITY 

HON. MIKE McINTYRE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 23, 2013 

Mr. MCINTYRE. Mr. Speaker, thank you for 
the opportunity to speak on this most impor-
tant subject of my hometown of Lumberton, 
North Carolina. Credit.com has used wrong 
figures and erroneously reported that Lum-
berton is the ‘‘poorest city in America.’’ I 
strongly urge that the facts be accurately pre-
sented and this report be corrected to reflect 
the current economic situation in Lumberton 
and Robeson County. 

Lumberton’s economic, social, historical and 
cultural strides and values have been honored 
on the national and state levels. 

Twice Lumberton has been chosen as an 
All-America City because of its clear vision on 
promoting the positive attributes of diversity. 
Lumberton has been named a ‘‘Main Street 
City’’ on the state level, and its Downtown His-
toric District has been recognized on the na-
tional level. Its schools have produced leaders 
recognized on the national and state levels in 
areas such as business, banking, literature, 
athletics, government, law, military, education, 
religion, health care and the arts. 

With its strong sense of purpose, a commu-
nity filled with people who are willing to roll up 
their sleeves and work, and its partnership of 
elected officials, community leaders, busi-
nesses, and economic development team, 
Lumberton will continue to march forward and 
meet the challenges of the day. However, 
Lumberton should not have one hand tied be-
hind its back with this inaccurate report, and 
we urge an immediate correction in this eco-
nomic indicator. 

Like many other small towns and commu-
nities, Lumberton has its challenges and ob-

stacles to overcome, but the foundation on 
which this community was built is strong and 
solid. Indeed, Lumberton lives up to its motto 
of ‘‘Progressus cum Concordia’’ or ‘‘Progress 
with Harmony’’. 

Among the many positive economic, social, 
and geographic attributes Lumberton has in-
cludes: ideally situated on I–95 as the halfway 
point between New York and Miami; over 
1600 rooms of hotels and suites; national and 
state historical attractions; numerous meeting 
and gathering facilities; a wide variety of res-
taurants and local entertainment establish-
ments; a nationally-designated black water 
river voted as one of the top ten natural won-
ders in North Carolina; a multi-racial commu-
nity and a workforce committed to helping oth-
ers and building a better tomorrow; and a 
strong faith-based community with a broad 
range of places to worship and a diverse num-
ber of ministries, demonstrating positive val-
ues of service and commitment. 

Mr. Speaker, Lumberton and its elected offi-
cials, businesses, community leaders, eco-
nomic development officials, and citizens are 
all dismayed at this recent inaccurate article 
and stand ready to showcase all the positives 
that Lumberton and Robeson County, North 
Carolina have to offer. We hope that everyone 
will come and visit and see first-hand the great 
people that live in Lumberton, the purpose in 
which they are committed to improving their 
city, and the partnerships they are willing to 
form to keep moving Lumberton forward. You 
will be glad you came. 

f 

HONORING WALTER L. ANTHONY 
IV 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 23, 2013 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Walter L. Anthony 
IV. Walter is a very special young man who 
has exemplified the finest qualities of citizen-
ship and leadership by taking an active part in 
the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 41, and 
earning the most prestigious award of Eagle 
Scout. 

Walter has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Walter has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Wal-
ter has contributed to his community through 
his Eagle Scout project. Walter helped ren-
ovate the entrance to Walt Disney Municipal 
Park in Marceline, Missouri, by constructing an 
eight foot by 27 foot garden box, filling it and 
leveling the soil before planting 17 plants, in-
cluding five knockout rose bushes. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Walter L. Anthony, IV for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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